tells the story of how the evil Haman cast

“lots” or, in Hebrew, Purim to determine the
day on which the Jews of Shushan, the an-
cient capital of Persia, would be Kkilled.
Through the courage and cleverness of Es-
ther and her Uncle Mordecai, the heroes of §
the story, a reversal took place and it was

Haman who was defeated instead! |

The word “Purim” appears five times in the
Scroll of Esther. This corresponds to the five |§
things we do on this day: we read the Scroll j§
of Esther, send gifts of food to friends, send
gifts to the poor, party like royalty, and avoid
fasting.

Reading the Scroll of Esther is not a passive
experience! Many people come dressed in
costume and, of course, cheer for Esther
and Mordecai. But the most important part of
our observance is that everyone in attend-
ance makes lots of noise when Haman’s name is read aloud.

We use a grogger to drown out Haman. Grogger is a Yiddish
word meaning “rattle.” The traditional grogger, which dates back
to the 13th century, is a percussion instrument known as a
Ratchet. It has a gear wheel and a flat board attached to a han-
dle, like the one | am holding in the picture. The player holds the
handle and swings the instrument around so that the flat board
clicks against the gear wheel making a rattling noise.
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from simple plastic to ornate metal. At our
synagogue, we encourage Purim cele-
brants to bring a box of pasta or dried
e beans to use as noise makers. We will be
collecting these “groggers" and donating
them to the Jewish Communal Food Pantry
at the Mid-Island Y JCC. In this way, we
fl fulfill two mitzvot: hearing the Scroll of Es-
il | ther and sending gifts to the poor.

Using a grogger is one of the most pro-
| found parts of Purim and also something
B that we can relate to in our lives today.
8 Haman was an enemy from ancient times,

world! Throughout the ages we have en-
countered evil many times. When we come
' together on Purim as one community and
drown out Haman’s name, we are saying
that good can be louder than evil. We are
acknowledging that there is always some-
thing we can do to overcome evil. We can be "louder and
stronger."

It is so easy to become discouraged and cynical today. Purim
reminds us that, working together, we can make the world a
better place. We can be like Esther and Mordecai—relentless
and determined to fight against evil. We can work together to
be louder. So, make some noise” this Purim!

See you March 12. Come wearing a costume!
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